
Total Water Management. 

According to a 1996 report of the American Water Works Research Foundation, 

Total Water Management is the exercise of stewardship of water resources for the 

greatest good of society and the environment. A basic principle of Total Water 

Management is that the supply is renewable, but limited, and should be managed 

on a sustainable-use basis. 

Taking into consideration local and regional variations, Total Water 

Management: 

 Encourages planning and management on a natural water systems basis 

through a dynamic process that adapts to changing conditions;  

 Balances competing uses of water through efficient allocation that 

addresses social values, cost effectiveness, and environmental benefits and 

costs;  

 Requires the participation of all units of government and stakeholders in 

decision-making through a process of coordination and conflict resolution;  

 Promotes water conservation, reuse, source protection, and supply 

development to enhance water quality and quantity; and  

 Fosters public health, safety, and community goodwill.  

This definition focuses on the broad aspects of water supply. Examples can be 

given for other situations, including water-quality management planning, water 

allocation, and flood control. 

 

http://www.waterencyclopedia.com/Hy-La/Integrated-Water-Resources-

Management.html 


