
MINUTES 
 

Coconino Plateau Watershed Partnership 

501 (c)(3) 

Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council 

501 (c)(4) 

Joint Meeting 

Friday, December 6, 2024 

10:00 A.M. 

Rio de Flag Water Reclamation Plant 

600 S. Babbitt Drive 

Flagstaff, AZ 86001 

 

 
Present 

John Snickers, AZ Water Company 

Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP 

Don Bills, USGS  

Michellsey Benally, Grand Canyon Trust (virtual) 

Erin Young, City of Flagstaff 

Will Geiser, NRC (virtual) 

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff (virtual) 

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff 

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River 

Lisa Kim, BIA (virtual) 

Keegan Donovan, USGS 

Kathy Flaccus, Friends of the Rio de Flag (virtual) 

Paul Beier, Friends of the Rio de Flag 

Pete Shearer, Tusayan Sanitary District 

Joanne Keene, City of Flagstaff 

Pete Furman, City of Sedona 

Faith Kerns, ASU 

Garrison Loope, Grand Canyon National Park (virtual) 

Alexandra Pfab, AZ Water Co. (virtual) 

John Snickers AZ Water Co. 

Kira Russo, Global Water Policy 

Roxanne Holland, City of Sedona (virtual) 

Laney Meeker, ADWR (virtual) 

 

Twenty-three people were in attendance. 

 

Paul Beier read the Land Acknowledgement. 

 

1.  Welcome and Introductions  



Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 A.M.  

All made self-introductions. 

 

2.  Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes – Meeting of October 25, 2024 

Pete Furman made a motion to approve the minutes from October 25, 2024. The motion 

was seconded by Joanne Keene and carried.  

 

3.  Action Items 

a. None 

 

4.  Non-Action Items  

a. Update on Grand Canyon Trust Projects 

Michellsey Benally gave an overview of the water related activities the Trust has been 

working on. Her presentation will be posted on the CPWAC web site. 

b. Update on ASU Rural Groundwater Resiliency Workshop 

Faith Kerns gave an overview of the process for planning and executing the workshop 

that the CPWP will be participating in on June 18th. The presentation will be posted on 

the CPWAC web site. 

c. CPWAC/CPWP Meeting Schedule for 2025 

Ron reviewed the meeting schedule for the next year. There were no comments. 

 

5.  Committee Reports 

a. TAC 

Don Bills reported on the recent TAC activities and status of the grant projects. The 

Board has approved an additional 90% saturation model run to be done by Matrix for 

$10,000. Planning has started for the 2025 field trip and any suggestions should be sent to 

Ron or Don. 

b. GAC 

Joanne Keene gave an update on the GAC. She intends to get together with Ron to 

establish a program whereby proposed water bills can be tracked. Joanne also asked for 

folks interested in participating on the GAC to let her know. The House and the Senate 

are both led by the Republican leadership. The House Natural Resources Committee 

remains to be chaired by Representative Griffin. The Ag to Urban issue is anticipated as 

well as counter legislation against the ADWR Wilcox AMA action. 

c. POC 

Emily gave a presentation on the status of the POC. The 4th Grade Water Ethics 

submittals remain strong with six schools participating. Emily will also be contacting the 

Coconino Center for the Arts to discuss the potential for a water related art exhibit similar 

to “Parched…” that we sponsored a couple years ago. Alexandra Pfab indicated she 

would enjoy joining the committee. 

 

6.         CPWP Members Roundtable 

Erin indicated Flagstaff was approached to participate in World Water Day and wondered 

if it might be appropriate for the CPWP to participate in. 

Kira reported on an event in Alaska (recording was not clear). 



Pete Shearer reported on funding received by the Tusayan Sanitary District for plant 

updates. 

Emily reported their Water Conservation Aide is leaving and the position is open. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned for lunch at approximately 12:00 PM. 


