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Coconino Plateau Watershed Partnership 

501 (c)(3) 

Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council 

501 (c)(4) 

Joint Meeting 

Friday, August 28, 2025 

10:00 A.M. 

 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

 

 
Present 

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff 

Anthony Garcia, City of Flagstaff 

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River 

Keith Brekhus, Coconino County 

Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP 

Don Bills, USGS 

Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County  

Erin Young, City of Flagstaff 

Jen Pelz, Grand Canyon Trust 

Will Gieser, NRCE 

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff  

Roxanne Holland, City of Sedona 

David Newlin, LCRP RC&D  

Tom Osterday, Blue Ridge DWID 

Pete Furman, City of Sedona 

Lisa Kim, BLM 

Kira Russo, Global Water Policy 

Nicholas Matthews, ADWR 

Sam To, ADEQ 

Jessica Archibald, Diablo Trust 

Ben Ruddell, NAU 

Jessica Luis 

Michelle Benally, Grand Canyon Trust 

Robert Kirk, Navajo Nation 

 

Twenty-four people were in attendance. 

 

Erin Young read the Land Acknowledgement 

 

1.  Welcome and Introductions  



Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM. Due to a time 

commitment, Dr. Ruddell’s presentation was moved to the beginning of the agenda. 

 

2.  Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes – Meeting of July 25, 2025 

This item was overlooked and will be on next month’s agenda. 

 

3.  Action Items 

a. Nomination and Election of Officers and Board Members for CPWAC and CPWP 

This item was addressed after Dr. Ruddell’s presentation. After asking the group if there 

was interest in the board positions or officer positions, Austin Aslan made a motion to 

retain the current Board members and officers for the next two-year term except for the 

position vacated by Michellsey Benally on the CPWAC Board. The motion was seconded 

by Pete Furman and carried. 

 

4.  Non-Action Items  

a. Presentation “Water productivity is in the eye of the beholder…” 

Dr. Ben Ruddell presented background and findings on the research paper he coauthored 

with Richard Rushforth. The presentation was well received by the participants and the 

link to access it is https://hess.copernicus.org/articles/28/1089/2024/ . Questions were 

asked regarding whether a similar analysis could be done in Northern Arizona and who 

would do it. Dr. Ruddell indicated it would be he. Supervisor Vasquez indicated he has 

some funding available that he would be willing to put toward supporting such an effort. 

 

5.  Committee Reports 

c. TAC 

Don updated the group on the planned 2nd Groundwater Resiliency Workshop that will be 

held in November or December and the September field trip. Ron will be sending out an 

email for folks to register for the trip (no charge) and identify any dietary concerns for 

lunch. The trip will begin at 8:00 AM on September 26th, meeting at “The Y”. A map will 

be provided. 

 

b. GAC 

Joanne was unable to attend. 

. 

a. POC 

Emily reported on the status of the 4th Grade Water Ethics Contest and the recent 

agreement with Willow Bend for their assistance. We will also be participating in the 

Flagstaff Water Festival. There is also consideration to bring more schools from the 

Verde Valley into the 4th Grade Contest. There is also an opportunity for a speaker at next 

year’s Science Festival. 

 

6. CPWP Members Roundtable 

Introductions and information followed. 

Erin reported on the work Flagstaff is doing with Reclamation and the Navajo on the Red 

Gap Ranch Value Planning Study. 

https://hess.copernicus.org/articles/28/1089/2024/


Pete Furman reported AZ Water did a rate case with the ACC and the ACC pulled out the 

new storage tank in Sedona fully responsible for the cost of a new reservoir. 

Tom Osterday reported on a $450,000 loan from WIFA for new water meters. He also 

suggested a presentation by Rodney Held from SRP on the General Stream Adjudication. 

Supervisor Vasquez reported his appreciation on the presentation and offered Community 

Initiative Funds to look at similar data for Coconino County. He also reported on disaster 

relief funds available to small businesses that have suffered from the recent Dragon 

Bravo Fire. 

Nicholas Matthews was introduced as our new representative from ADWR. 

David Gressly reported the Friends are gearing up for their next restoration season and  

have received funding for conservation grants. They will be making available their 

second children’s book during the holiday season. They are collaborating with a 

photographer to digitize photos he took in 1979 on a hike along the Verde River. The 

photos can be used for research and comparison purposes. 

Ron announced the upcoming meetings for the Coconino County Comprehensive Plan. 

Austin reminded the group that next month’s meeting will be the field trip. 

 

 

7. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:45 AM. 


