MINUTES

Coconino Plateau Watershed Partnership
501 (¢)(3)
Coconino Plateau Water Advisory Council
501 (c)(4)
Joint Meeting
Friday, October 31, 2025
10:00 A.M.

Virtual Zoom Meeting

Present

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff

Don Bills, USGS

Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County
David Newlin, LCR RC&D

Pete Furman, City of Sedona

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River
Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff
Anthony Garcia, City of Flagstaff
Martin Tease, Coconino County

Will Gieser, NRCE

Erin Young, City of Flagstaff

Roxanne Holland, City of Sedona

Mike Macauley, rancher

Alan Dulaney, KVID

Tom Osterday, Blue Ridge DWID
Nicholas Mathews, ADWR

Laney Meeker, ADWR

Kevin Black, Consultant for Flagstaff
Valerie Swick, Reclamation

Michellsey Benally, Grand Canyon Trust
Erin Young, City of Flagstaff

Robert Kirk, Navajo Nation

Dana Heimes, Jacobs Engineering

Three young ladies from Cromer Elementary School (Faith? Emma? Vivian?)

Twenty-seven people were in attendance.

Anthony Garcia read the Land Acknowledgement



Welcome and Introductions
Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM. Self-
introductions were made by all.

Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes — Meeting of July 25, 2025 and August 28, 2025
Pete Furman made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily

Melhorn and carried..

Action Items

. Nomination and Election of CPWAC Board Member

Ron reported he had discussed the vacancy with Dr. Sarah Abney (Hopi Tribe) and
Mayor Steven Kidman (Page). Both indicated a willingness to serve on the Board if
nominated. Erin Young indicated she had recently talked with Sarah Abney and she is no
longer with the Hopi Tribe. Austin indicated the absence of indigenous representation on
the Board and asked Ron to try and contact Sarah during the presentation and see if she is
still interested. Ron was able to reach Sarah. She was on the East Coast and is currently
between job interviews. Sarah indicated the timing might not be good for her to accept
the nomination. Pete Furman nominated Mayor Steven Kidman for the Board position.
The motion was seconded by Austin Aslan and carried.

Non-Action Items

Prior to Item 3.a. the young ladies from Cromer School gave a short presentation on gray
water that was received well by all.

. Presentation “In State Water Transfers”

Laney Meeker from ADWR gave a presentation on water transfers that are allowed by
statute in Arizona, the rightful recipients of the water and necessary conditions. Laney’s
presentation will be posted on the CPWAC website.

Committee Reports

c. TAC

Don updated the group on the planned 2™¢ Groundwater Resiliency Workshop that will be
held after the first of the year. The Steering Committee will be meeting in the next two
weeks. The TAC is also discussing the recent modeling work and is looking at why the
model is showing the impact on surface water flows that it is. He reported on the recent
field trip into the Inner Basin and Ron went through a short slide show of the trip.

b. GAC

Joanne was unable to attend. Ron discussed H.R.5392 that would nullify the
establishment of Baaj Nwaavjo I’tah Kukveni-Ancestral Footprints of the Grand Canyon
National Monument. The WAC supported Ron drafting a letter of opposition. Michellsey
will provide Ron with additional information. A draft letter will be on the agenda for the
December meeting.

a. POC



Emily reported they are still reaching out to 4™ grade teachers for interest in the contest.
They have made headway with Williams and Page. The program will be administered by
Willow Bend. They cannot do programs in Cottonwood because of geographical
limitations. Mike Macauley indicated there is a Conservation District in the Verde Valley
that might be able to help.

CPWP Members Roundtable

Mike Macauley reported on the lack of moisture on the ranch.

Tom Osterday reported they have received a $450, 000 loan from WIFA for electronic
meter installation.

Pete Furman reported on a presentation the Sedona City Council received from Arizona
Water. They might share the presentation with the Partnership.

Erin reported on the special Council and Commission meetings on the Reclamation Value
Planning efforts. The AHS will have a presentation on November 6™ at Mother Road
Brewery at 6:00 PM on the fire impact.

Supervisor Vasquez reported he had attended the Red Gap Ranch presentation. The
Board is concerned about SNAP benefits. The County is doing a food drive.

Laney reported the Supply and Demand Reports will be available in November for the
Little Colorado Plateau and the Coconino Plateau. They are available on the ADWR
website.

David Gressly reported they received a $60,000 grant to support wildlife corridors in the
Upper Verde area. They also have a conservation grant program and recently finished the
printing of their new children’s book on otters.

Emily reported on new positions opening up in the Water Services Division.

Robert Kirk reported on the new well that went online for Bodaway Gap.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:30 AM.



