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Present 

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff 

Don Bills, USGS 

Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County (virtual) 

David Newlin, LCR RC&D (virtual) 

Pete Furman, City of Sedona 

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River (virtual) 

Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP 

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff  

Zach Ferrie, NRCE (virtual) 

Erin Young, City of Flagstaff (virtual) 

Roxanne Holland, City of Sedona (virtual) 

Nicholas Mathews, ADWR (virtual) 

Michellsey Benally, Grand Canyon Trust (virtual) 

Robert Kirk, Navajo Nation (virtual) 

John Martinez, citizen 

John Snickers, AZ Water Co. 

Tamara Lawless, City of Flagstaff 

Keegan Donovan, USGS 

Kira Russo, Global Water Policy 

Lisa Kim, BIA (virtual) 

Kate Day, USFS 

 

Approx Twenty-twopeople were in attendance. 

 

John Martinez read the Land Acknowledgement 

 

1.  Welcome and Introductions  

Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM. Self-

introductions were made by all. 

 



2.  Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes – Meeting of October 21, 2025 

Pete Furman made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily 

Melhorn and carried.. 

 

3.  Action Items 

a. Consideration of Letter Opposing HR5392 “Northern Arizona Protection Act”  

This item was on last month’s agenda and Ron was asked to draft a letter for this 

meeting. Ron indicated that Kira had suggested in the TAC meeting that any concerns 

regarding uranium contamination around the Grand Canyon should also be of interest to 

users of the Colorado River. Ron was asked to incorporate this into the letter and fix a 

spacing typo. Emily Melhorn made a motion for the letter to be amended accordingly and 

signed by the Chair for distribution. The motion was seconded by Pete Furman and 

carried unanimously. 

 

4.  Non-Action Items  

      a.   Presentation: “Installation of Measurement Flume for the Verde Watershed” 

Ron played a recorded presentation on the flume installation for the shed by Zach Keller 

of SRP. Ron will post the presentation on the CPWAC web site. 

 

5.  Committee Reports 

c. TAC 

Don updated the group on the planned 2nd Groundwater Resiliency Workshop that will be 

held after the first of the year. The Steering Committee will be meeting in the next two 

weeks. The TAC is also discussing the recent modeling work and is looking at why the 

model is showing the impact on surface water flows that it is. We will be running an 

additional scenario, partially funded by ADWR, to see impacts from current pumping in 

the model after 100 years. 

 

b. GAC 

Joanne was not in attendance. Ron discussed bills that have been dropped involving water 

so far. The session will not begin until January. 

. 

a. POC 

Emily reported we have submittals from three schools for the 4th Grade Water Ethics 

contest. Several are from Sedona. The deadline has been extended until mid-January for 

entrants. Earth Day will be April 18th and she is looking for help. Volunteers are needed. 

Volunteers are also needed for the cleanup after the Pine Cone Drop on New Year’s Day. 

 

6. CPWP Members Roundtable 

John Martinez reported the Christmas tree will be lit in Tlaquepaque tonight. 

Emily reported today is the last day to apply for the new water conservation coordinator 

position in Flagstaff. 

Tamara reported the Arboretum is assessing the City’s landscaping list. 

Kira Reported the Friends of the Rio de Flag are educating property owners along the Rio 

Kate Good to be back from furlough. 

John Snickers reported the lights on the water tank in Sedona will be lit this afternoon. 



Pete Reported Sedona is looking at their WTP Facility Plan next Wednesday. 

Austin said the Christmas tree will be lit in Heritage Square tomorrow. 

Keegan reported the Water Science Center is going thru a lot of changes and his role may 

be changing. All C Aquifer data is alive and well. They have come upon some further 

funding for the project. Ideas are welcome 

Jeronimo said the County is holding listening sessions on impacts from the Bravo Dragon 

Fire for a week. He went over the locations, schedule and times for the sessions. 

Businesses that can show impacts are eligible for support. 

Michellsey reported the Trust water folks are in DC this week. 

Nicholas reported the Community Water Systems Program is working thru data to get 

some service area maps 

Erin said welcome to the Federal employees on their return from furlough. 

David Gressly reported he can follow up with Yavapai County on information on the new 

watershed group. SRP was a recent award recipient last night from the Friends. He also 

indicated he would like to work with us on outreach for some of the children’s books that 

have been published. One of their staff members has been named a finalist for the young 

water conservation leader in the State. 

 

 

7. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:30 AM for lunch. 


