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Present 

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff 

Don Bills, USGS 

David Newlin, LCR RC&D  

Pete Furman, City of Sedona 

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River  

Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP 

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff  

Zach Ferrie, NRCE  

Matthew Miller, City of Flagstaff  

Kira Russo, Global Water Policy 

Lisa Kim, BIA  

Kate Day, USFS 

Michellsey Bennaly, Grand Canyon Trust 

Tom Osterday, BRDWID 

John Leeper, consultant 

Anthony Garcia, City of Flagstaff 

Kevin Black, consultant 

Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County 

Hannah Chamblis, NPS 

Abe Springer, NAU 

John Snickers, AZ Water Co. 

Ruth Mortenson 

Abby Hill, Friends of the Verde River 

 

 

Approx twenty-one people were in attendance. 

 

Emily Melhorn read the Land Acknowledgement 

 

1.  Welcome and Introductions  



Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM.  

 

2.  Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes – Meeting of January 30, 2026 

Pete Furman made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by David 

Gressly and carried.. 

 

3.  Action Items 

a. None 

 

4.  Non-Action Items  

a.   Presentation: “2025 Dragon Bravo and White Sage Wildfire Impacts on the 

North Rim Water Resources” 

Hannah Chambliss and Abe Springer gave presentations on the subject. Their 

presentations are posted on the CPWP web site. 

 

5.  Committee Reports 

c. TAC 

Don updated the group on the planned 2nd Groundwater Resiliency Workshop that will be 

held April 9th at the NACET facilities in Flagstaff. The Steering Committee has asked the 

Partnership to approve the boundaries for the groundwater level monitoring application 

prior to the workshop to save time. The TAC discussed this and Ron showed a map that 

the TAC was recommending. The boundary encompasses the study are of the CARAMP 

Model being used by the TAC with the northern edge matching the boundary of the N 

Aquifer.  David Gressly asked if the southern boundary could be extended to include the 

tributaries of the Verde River. Ron drew up a modification to the boundary that 

accommodated David’s concern and the Partnership unanimously approved the revised 

boundary. Don also reviewed potential field trip s for 2026. The Partnership chose to do a 

Lower Clear Creek kayak float trip. 

 

b. POC 

Emily reported on the winners for the 4th Grade Water Ethics Contest and the upcoming 

outreach events, including World water Day to be at Oak Creek. We have volunteers to 

host at the event. 

. 

a. GAC 

Ron reviewed ten water bills that are still active. He had met with Kira and selected them 

as bills they thought might interest the CPWAC. The CPWAC authorized Ron to take 

similar positions on the bills that had been taken by NAMWUA. 

 

6. CPWP Members Roundtable 

Self introductions were made to start the Roundtable. 

 

David Gressly reported they are opening registration for their Bird and Nature Festival. 

He will send a link to Ron to share. 

Supervisor Vasquez reported they are asking for funding from the Great American 

Outdoors Act to dedicate funds to rebuild the Grand Canyon. 



Kira reported the Friends of the Rio they will be participating in Earth Day. They are also 

doing wet/dry mapping on Memorial Day and everyone is welcome to join. 

Kate Day is taking a temporary detail in the Red Rock District but will still be working 

with the group. 

Don Bills reported on the upcoming AHS Symposium that will be in Flagstaff at the High 

Country Conference Center. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 PM. 


