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Present 

Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff 

Don Bills, USGS 

Pete Furman, City of Sedona 

Ron Doba, CPWAC/CPWP 

Emily Melhorn, City of Flagstaff  

Will Geiser, NRCE  

Lisa Kim, BIA  

Martin Tease, Coconino County 

Roxanne Holland, City of Sedona 

Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County 

David Newlin, Little Colorado Plateau  

Erin Young, City of Flagstaff 

Blasé Lasala, New Mexico Tech 

Edward St. Pierre, Reclamation 

Valerie Swick, Reclamation 

Hannah Chamblis, Grand Canyon Nation Park 

David Gressly, Friends of the Verde River 

Kira Russo, Global Water Policy 

Matthew Miller, City of Flagstaff 

Jessica Anderson, USGS 

Michellsey Benally, Grand Canyon Trust 

Joelynn Ashley, Navajo Nation 

Tom Osterday, Blue Ridge DWID 

 

 

Approx twenty people were in attendance. 

 

1.  Welcome and Introductions  

Chair Austin Aslan called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 AM. Self-

introductions were made by all. 



 

2.  Approval of Joint Meeting Minutes – Meeting of April 24, 2026 

Emily Melhorn made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by 

David Gressly and carried. 

 

3.  Action Items 

a. None 

 

4.  Non-Action Items  

a.   Presentation on “The Grand Canyon’s Swiss Cheese Rocks Hold a Critical 

Secret” 

Blase Lasala gave a presentation on his doctoral thesis at NAU. The presentation focused 

on documenting karst features of the Grand Canyon using available technology. Blase 

will see if his presentation can be posted on the CPWP web site and let Ron know. 

 

5.  Committee Reports 

a. TAC 

Don reported the groundwater resiliency workshop, the planned kayak field trip in 

September and the work the TAC is doing trying to produce a recommendation to 

ADWR for determining water adequacy for users of the Coconino and Redwall Aquifers. 

The field trip will cost $35 per person for those that need a kayak and equipment. Ron 

will get a registration form set up on the CPWP website for registration and payment. 

There will not be a cost involved for folks with their own kayak. We will try to get 

sponsors for Abe’s students. 

 

b. GAC 

Ron reported the Governor has lifted the moratorium of signing bills. Concerns are still 

present regarding budget cuts proposed for WIFA. HB2758, on the McMullen Valley 

water transfers did not get approved in the Senate this week. There are many concerns 

about the bill’s impact of groundwater transfers from rural Arizona. 

. 

c. POC 

Emily reported on the upcoming stream stewards Rio de Flag cleanup and is asking for 

volunteers.  

 

6. CPWP Members Roundtable 

 

Kira reported the Friends of the Rio recently completed wet/dry mapping of the Rio. 

Emily reported on the upcoming water conservation ordinance that will be going to 

Council. 

Tom Osterday reported on the opposition to HB2758 and that Trout Unlimited is 

advocating for funding in excess of $2 Billion for the Colorado River situation. 

Valerie reported on upcoming WaterSMART grants that are out. 

David Gressly reported The Friends of the Verde River concluded an agreement to 

acquire 33 acres of river frontage on the Verde as a reserve and their new headquarters. 

The conference will be 9/16-9/17 and the info is on their web site. 



 

7. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:30 AM. 


